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CORE VALUES

COMMUNITY
To maintain our standing and be a positive member of Hockey Canada/Hockey Alberta/Canadian Sports School 
Hockey League along with the Black Gold School District and Town of Devon.

RESPECT
We will maintain the well-being of our student-athletes and staff by focusing on them at the core of every 
decision. We will also keep at the forefront an understanding and appreciation of respect for each individual 
member’s contribution to the environment of the organization.

TRADITION
To build and maintain a sense of pride within the community, school district and organization by maintaining a 
proud history of success in academics and athletics.

CHARACTER
To positively impact and maintain a strong foundation of the mental, physical, emotional and moral qualities of 
each student-athlete within our organization.

MISSION
Northern Alberta X-treme’s mission is to provide a supportive learning environment that strives for excellence in 
academics and athletics.

GOALS
To provide a Safe, Fun and Competitive learning environment for all student-athletes.

To provide opportunities that support further development and positive self-growth.

To enhance character development through the emotional, physical and mental benefits of sport.
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On behalf of Dynamic Hockey Development and the Northern Alberta Xtreme, I am once again very excited to 
welcome everyone to the 2020-2021 Female and Male Team Programs.

As always it is very important to once again acknowledge and thank all the businesses and individuals that have 
graciously sponsored this media guide in support of the Xtreme program.  The success of our program depends 
upon this support as it helps to ensure that many of our young players have the opportunity to pursue their 
passion for the game. I would like to personally thank our parents and players for all of their hard work and ded-
ication in making this media guide an important tool used for the promotion of our players to Hockey Programs 
across North America. 

Once again it is with great enthusiasm that I look forward to yet another year filled with tremendous compe-
tition as we get set to embark on another year as an Elite Hockey Program in Western Canada. These young 
student-athletes will be competing against some of the most prestigious hockey organizations across North 
America and it is our goal to help each and every athlete in their pursuit of excellence and to assist them in their 
advancement to the next level. It is also with great enthusiasm that I announce our continued membership within 
the Canadian Sports School Hockey League (CSSHL) for both our Female and Male Teams and we look forward 
to this tremendous opportunity to further establish the Xtreme program name as a premier hockey program in 
Western Canada.

On behalf of the entire hockey staff, I wish to thank all of you for continuing to support the Northern Alberta 
Xtreme. I would like to thank our partners in the community (Town of Devon) and our partners in Education (Black 
Gold School District’s John Maland High School and Riverview Middle School).

MESSAGE FROM THE 
DIRECTOR
JASON STEWART 
President
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John Maland High School is a very special school in that we offer almost everything you could hope to find at a big city 
school, but we do it in a small school setting where everyone knows your name! besides having an excellent record 
of outstanding Academic Achievement in our traditional core classes, we offer an amazing number of complementary 
courses. We have a second to none Fine Arts Program with a brilliant Band program that includes Concert Band, Jazz 
Band, and Stage Band components; a great Drama program with both Drama and Musical Theatre, and an excellent 
Art program. We also have a brilliant CTS department, where we offer Wood Working, Welding, Mechanics, Foods, 
Cosmetology, Sports Medicine, Digital Photography, Computer Design Studies, and Graphic Design. Off-campus courses 
are also offered where students can take the Green Certificate Program, the Registered Apprenticeship Program, as 
well as the Work Experience Program. Finally, we have a fantastic Athletics Program where we have seen our small 
school win many banners in Volleyball, Basketball, Track and Field, Cross Country, Rugby, Badminton, and Golf.

However, what I am always most proud of is the quality of students we have here at John Maland High School. I truly 
do make it my business to get to know every one of my students and I love that the building is just small enough for 
me to do so. We continually have some of the most pleasant, polite, and mature students here at John Maland High 
School. The culture that has been developed here is one of great respect for each other. Because of that culture, we 
were quite confident that adding the Northern Alberta Xtreme Hockey Program here would be a success. I am very 
happy with how well the students have begun to blend together, and the level of acceptance and inclusion by all 
students and staff for each other. Furthermore, I am very happy that the students in the NAX program perpetuate the 
same culture of respect that we have demanded form our students here at JMHS. The NAX students who have been 
here this year have been outstanding; they have once again been a great addition to our school.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

DARREN CALDWELL
Principal, John Maland High School

RIVERVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Our mission at Riverview Middle School is to create a dynamic learning community which celebrates the uniqueness 
of each of our students in grades 5-9. We strive to provide them with life-long learning skills and empower them to 
become knowledgeable, caring, responsible and contributing citizens. 

Our staff is focused on, and committed to, having our students achieve to the best of their ability in a broad 
spectrum of areas.

Riverview Raiders are:

R – Respectful
A – Accountable
I – Integrous
D – Determined
E- Empathetic
R – Responsible
S – Sincere

We are proud to have the NAX Hockey Academy associated with our school.  It is gratifying to see the two cultures 
come together as one school community striving for academic and athletic excellence.  We look forward to a 
continued partnership as we move forward in the meaningful education of our students.
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NORTHERN ALBERTA XTREME

COACHES & SUPPORT STAFF
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PAULA A. SMITH
Director of Academics 

“Welcome to all the returning and new student-athletes. How exciting it 
is to embark, for some, on a new adventure at a new school and in a new 
environment; and for others to continue along your path for development 
and success. As the Director of Academics, it is my role to help families 
and student-athletes navigate the academic gauntlet that is created when 
one chooses a life of academics and elite athletics. My goal is for all NAX 
student-athletes to feel success and growth in the classroom, to work hard 
and preserver through challenging coursework and to develop a work ethic 
to assist them in their future academic endeavours. 

I graduated from the University of Alberta with a BCOM in Finance, 
International Business, and Business Law. I earned my teacher’s certification 
through the After Degree Program at the University of Alberta focused on 
Business Studies and Mathematics. Over my 15 plus year teaching career, I 
have had the privilege of teaching at Metropolitan Preparatory Academy in 
Toronto, Ontario, for five years and here in the Edmonton/Devon area for the 
remainder. It is my belief that all student-athletes are capable of achieving 
both their academic and athletic goals without sacrificing success in either 
area. It is due to this belief that I am honoured to be part of Northern 
Alberta Xtreme.”

TYREL SPITZER
Vice President & Business Development
Head Coach U18 Female Prep 

Tyrel returns to NAX for his sixth season after helping the Female U18 Prep 
team to one of their best seasons in program history. Tyrel has a successfully 
history coaching at NAX including helping the U15 Preps to a John Reid 
Memorial Tournament championship and Chilliwack Challenge Cup in the 
2017/18 season. The head coach of the U16 Preps during their inaugural year, 
Tyrel led the team to a CSSHL championship in 2015/16. Tyrel has been an 
assistant or head coach at three Alberta Cups, including head coaching Team 
Central to an Alberta Cup victory in the spring of 2018. 

I am honoured and excited for the opportunity to continue to work with the 
passionate Northern Alberta Xtreme players and staff. I have been able to 
witness the growth of many student-athletes during my years of experience 
with the program. The Northern Alberta Xtreme prides themselves in providing 
an environment where passionate student-athletes can reach their goals, 
with a holistic development model. The staff and instructors provide every 
opportunity to improve in the areas necessary to play at the highest levels. 

Our athletes in the Xtreme program will benefit tremendously by learning from 
knowledgeable and dedicated coaching and academic staffs. Riverview Middle 
School and John Maland High School will maximize the potential of student-
athletes and shape great citizens. On behalf of all coaches in the Northern 
Alberta Xtreme program, we would like to thank all the athlete, parents, and 
supporters of our program moving forward.
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Derek Claffey

Assistant Coach U18 Prep 

Derek returns to the NAX staff for his second season as an assistant coach 
with the U18 Prep team. Derek spent four years in the WHL playing alongside 
U18 Prep Head Coach Matt Tassone with the Swift Current Broncos playing a 
total of 246 games. After captaining the Broncos his final WHL season Derek 
joined St. Francis Xavier University where he would play another three years. 

“I am looking forward to returning to the NAX program for the upcoming 
season and school year. It is an honour to have the opportunity to work with 
such talented young adults and assist with their growth as student athletes. I 
am grateful for my experience playing high level hockey as well as excelling in 
the classroom. I am a major advocate for the importance of being a leader on 
and off the ice and I am eager to learn and help this team develop a winning 
mentality in all aspects of life.”

MATT TASSONE 
Manager of Hockey Operations
U18 Prep Head Coach 

Matt returns to NAX for his sixth season, after leading the U18 Prep team to a 
CSSHL championships in 2017/18 and 2018/19. After playing his minor hockey 
in Fort Saskatchewan, Tassone was drafted in the eighth round of the 2004 
WHL Bantam Draft by the Swift Current Broncos, a franchise he would play 
199 WHL games for. Tassone was a sixth-round pick by the Dallas Stars in the 
2008 NHL Draft and played a total of 196 professional hockey league games 
across three leagues.

“I’m honoured to be a part of the NAX coaching staff. I’m excited to be able 
to express my passion for the sport and to be able to share all that I have 
learned throughout my professional experience as a hockey player. I’m looking 
forward to helping educate our players about what it takes to be able to thrive 
as an individual athlete as well as a teammate and bring out the maximum 
potential of every player on and off the ice. I’ve learned a lot throughout my 
own experiences with hockey and I’m thrilled to be able to pass on that hard-
earned knowledge to our players. I have high standards for our NAX athletes 
and look forward to helping them reach their goals. I’m excited to watch our 
athletes continue to develop into well-rounded players who meet their full 
potential and, most importantly, grow into strong young men.”

JORDAN MARTIN
Marketing and Communications Manager
Assistant Coach U16 Prep 

Jordan returns to NAX for his third season with the academy after helping 
the U16 Prep team capture a CSSHL League Championship in 2018/19. After 
playing his minor hockey in Sherwood Park he attended and graduated 
from MacEwan Universities Journalism Program with a bachelor’s Degree in 
communications. After roles with the Leduc Representative and Xtra Attacker 
Hockey, Jordan takes on the role of Marketing and Communications Manager, 
as well as assisting the U16 Prep team. 

I am very excited to be part of a prestige academy such as the Northern 
Alberta Xtreme, and once again team up with Head Coach Brayden 
Toma. Hockey has always been a passion of mine which led me to seek 
opportunities within the game, such as coaching and communications, once I 
finished playing. I am excited that NAX offers me the opportunity to combine 
both my passion of communications and coaching and I look forward to 
building and maintaining a brand through the ever growing and important 
social media, while having the opportunity to work with our talented student-
athletes on and off the ice. In my time with NAX I have begun to understand 
the culture that is developed between the staff and players and I hope to 
build upon it while I watch our program and young student-athletes grow.
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NICOLE WLASICHUK
Safety & Communications Liaison
Medical Coordinator 

Nicole returns to the NAX staff for her second full season having played 13 
years of hockey, including two years of U18 for St. Francis Xavier High School. 
Nicole spent two years as a trainer with a Bantam AA team before moving to 
NAX, and has experience coaching kayaking in the Western Canada and Can-
ada Summer Games. Nicole recently graduated from the University of Alberta 
with a Bachelor of Kinesiology.

“I am excited for my second year with Northern Alberta Xtreme, working as 
the Safety & Communications Liaison and Medical Coordinator. It is a big 
privilege to me, having played on the team five years ago and now working 
with the multiple teams. I am very passionate about rehabilitation/athlete 
recovery, which lead me to go to school for my Kinesiology Degree. My job is 
to ensure the players are safe and able to play to the best of their abilities 
with any circumstances they may face during the 2020-21 season. Overall, I 
am most excited to work with such talented athletes and be part of such an 
amazing team.”

BRAYDEN TOMA
Head Coach U16 Prep 

Brayden returns to NAX for his fourth year, and third as head coach of 
the U16 Prep team after leading the U16 Prep team to a CSSHL League 
Championship in 2018/19. The youngest coach on staff, Brayden has won a 
Bantam AAA Coach of the Year award during the 2016/17 season and was 
part of the NAX 2018 John Reid Memorial Tournament championship staff. 

“I’m excited and proud to be a part of the Northern Alberta Xtreme Hockey 
Academy. I’m honoured to be working with the U16 Prep team. It’s a fun 
environment working with such high-end student-athletes who share the 
same passion for the game of hockey. As a coach I am here to encourage 
and push our athletes to further their expectations and find new potential 
in themselves, on and off the ice. As part of NAX we create a comfortable 
environment in which all our athletes can find success. To achieve this, it is 
important to build relationships and form bonds throughout the program. I 
look forward to the development of our student-athletes over the course of 
the year.”
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STEVE MARCH 
Head Coach U15 Prep 
Steve returns to NAX for his sixth year after joining the U16 Prep team 
during their inaugural season in 2015/16. Currently a scout for the WHL’s 
Swift Current Broncos, Steve has helped coach the U16 Prep to two 
CSSHL Championship Titles, including in 2017/18 which was highlighted 
by an undefeated regular season, and a championship victory at the 2017 
Rockyview Raiders Prospect Cup. 

“I am extremely excited to be back coaching at NAX this season. As a 
program we’re committed to developing winning habits, including a focus 
on character and compete. As a former University student athlete my focus 
remains on helping our players push themselves to be the best they can be 
on the ice and in the classroom.”

KANE LAFRANCHISE
Head Coach U15 
Kane returns to NAX for his third season as a Technical Skills Coach and first as 
head coach of the newly formed U15 team.

A veteran of 500 professional hockey games at the AHL and ECHL, Kane played 
his minor hockey in Edmonton, Alberta before playing with the Spruce Grove 
Saints of the AJHL. Kane would then move on to the NCAA and the University 
of Alaska-Anchorage where he would spend three seasons. Kane would sign his 
first professional contract for the 2010/11 season with the ECHL’s Alaska Aces, 
becoming an ECHL Kelly Cup Champion with the team in 2013/14. On July 2, 
2017 he would sign his first NHL contract with the New York Islanders. Kane 
was the winner of the 2012 The Hockey News “Name of the Year Tournament”, 
with voters giving his name the edge over Boston Bruins’ draft pick, Wacey 
Rabbit.

“I was fortunate enough to work with some of the brightest minds in hockey 
throughout my career and it’s a privilege to be able to share my knowledge 
with such a great group of devoted athletes. The last two years with NAX have 
been a rewarding experience, but taking on the role as head coach of the new 
U15 team brings a new level of excitement for me as a coach. Development is 
such an important part of our game and I look forward to the responsibility of 
providing these athletes with a solid foundation as they learn to navigate their 
own path in the game of hockey. It’s an honour to be a part of such a great 
program that is committed to providing the best possible environment for these 
athletes to grow into great young men on and off the ice.”
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ALLEN YORK
Goalie Coach/Flex Coach 

The current Goalie Coach for the Camrose Kodiaks of the AJHL, Allen returns 
to NAX for his fourth season. Last season Allen was named the Goaltending 
Coach for Team Canada West at the 2019 World Junior A Challenge. While 
coaching has become his main focus, Allen still plays senior men’s hockey. 

A sixth-round pick by the Columbus Blue Jackets in the 2007 NHL Entry 
Draft, Allen played his junior career in the AJHL with the Camrose Kodiaks 
where he won back to back AJHL and Doyle Cup championships, as well as 
the RBC Cup Top Goaltender award. He then went on to play three years with 
the RPI Engineers in the NCAA, capping his college career off by leading the 
Engineers to their first tournament appearance in 20 years. Allen would spend 
the next six years playing professional hockey in the NHL, AHL and ECHL, 
before starting his coaching career. 

TYLER PALMER
Assistant Coach U15 

Tyler joins NAX for his first season as an assistant coach with the U15 team. After spending some time in the AJHL, 
Tyler played at MacEwan University for four seasons before moving on to play pro in the SPHL and ECHL.

“I am extremely excited to be joining the coaching staff at NAX. Being part of such a prestigious program is an 
honour in itself. I can’t wait to pass on my experiences and knowledge from my playing career on to a group of 
incredibly talented young athletes, who all want to develop and reach their full potential”

DEREK CLAFFEY
Assistant Coach U18 Prep 
Derek returns to the NAX staff for his second season as an assistant 
coach with the U18 Prep team. Derek spent four years in the WHL playing 
alongside U18 Prep Head Coach Matt Tassone with the Swift Current 
Broncos playing a total of 246 games. After captaining the Broncos his final 
WHL season Derek joined St. Francis Xavier University where he would play 
another three years.  

I am looking forward to returning to the NAX program for the upcoming 
season and school year. It is an honour to have the opportunity to work 
with such talented young adults and assist with their growth as student 
athletes. I am grateful for my experience playing high level hockey as well 
as excelling in the classroom. I am a major advocate for the importance of 
being a leader on and off the ice and I am eager to learn and help this team 
develop a winning mentality in all aspects of life.



BARRY BUTT
BPE, CSCS, MES, CEP

Strength and Conditioning Coach
Barry Butt and his Premier Strength & Conditioning Inc staff are joining NAX for their first season in charge of 
strength, flexibility, mobility, and conditioning for the Xtreme program. Barry comes to the program with a ton of 
qualifications, certifications, and experience including: 

Qualifications & Certifications:

BPE (University of Alberta); CSCS (Certified Strength & Conditioning Specialist); CEP (Certified Exercise 
Physiologist); MES (Medical Exercise Specialist); FMS (Functional Movement System Level 2)

Experience:

19 years’ experience Training Professional Athletes; Founder/Director Premier Strength & Conditioning Inc.; Trained 
three Olympic Gold Medalists (Vancouver 2010, Sochi 2014); Instructor in Physical Education Program at MacEwan 
University; Strength & Conditioning Coach Louis St. Laurent Hockey Academy; Strength & Conditioning Coach 
St. Francis Xavier Hockey Academy; Strength & Conditioning Consultant with Hockey Canada (National Women’s 
Program); Strength & Conditioning Consultant for the Chilliwack Bruins Junior Hockey Club (2006-200; Assistant 
Coach Grant MacEwan College Men’s Hockey Team (1998-2006); Strength & Conditioning Coach MacEwan University 
– Responsible for Hockey, Basketball, and Volleyball (1998-2008) 

 

NICK DERKO
Community Liaison 

Nick returns to the NAX staff as a community liaison and member of the 
Edmonton Police Services. Nick grew up playing his minor hockey in Sherwood 
Park with U16 Prep coaches Brayden Toma and Jordan Martin. Having helped 
with multiple NAX teams in the past, Nick will continue to assist the program 
both on and off ice. 

“I’m honoured to be a part of the NAX staff. I’m excited to be able to express 
my passion for the sport and to be able to share all that I have learned as a 
hockey player. I’m looking forward to helping educate our players about what 
it takes to be able to thrive as an individual athlete as well as a teammate 
and bring out the maximum potential of each and every player on and off the 
ice. I’ve learned a lot throughout my own experiences with hockey and I’m 
thrilled to be able to pass on that hard-earned knowledge to our players. I 
have high standards for our NAX athletes and look forward to helping each of 
them reach their goals. I’m excited to watch our athletes continue to develop 
into well rounded players who meet their full potential and, most importantly, 
grow into strong young men and women.”

2020 / 2021   17



JASON STRUDWICK 
Technical Skills Coach

The former Edmonton Oilers defenceman was a third-round pick by the New 
York Islanders in the 1994 NHL Entry Draft. A two-time Memorial Cup and 
WHL Champion, Jason appeared in 681 NHL games, recording 55 points. He is 
currently a radio host on TSN 1260. 

Jason takes game situations such as board battles, one on ones and 
transitional game-play to create an environment that teaches the 
fundamentals of playing without the puck. Jason also works with defensemen 
to develop interplay between partners by working on puck retrieval, puck 
movement and getting shots through to create offence.

BRIAN SHACKEL
Skating Analysis and Power Skating Coach 

The Northern Alberta Xtreme incorporates a variety of technical skills coaches 
to assist with player development in the program. As such, NAX works 
alongside Making Stridz owner Brian Shackel who has been recognized as an 
expert power skating instructor in the Edmonton area. Brian is a graduate from 
the University of Manitoba with a Masters Degree in Sports Biomechanics and 
a Bachelors Degree in Exercise and Sports Science. He has been working in 
the field of Sports Biomechanics for five years as a research assistant at the 
University of Manitoba and with Making Stridz Athlete Development. His area 
of expertise is on the mechanics of skating, but he has worked with athletes of 
all ages and skill levels in over 30 different sports skills. Through the utilization 
of technology along with Brian’s years of expertise, he is able to improve upon 
the skating technique and abilities of our student-athletes by incorporating his 
services into our program’s weekly routine on-ice. 
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PAUL MANNING
Technical Skills Coach 

A third-round pick by the Calgary Flames in the 1998 NHL Entry Draft, Paul 
played a total of 534 career professional hockey league games, including 8 in 
the NHL and 9 seasons in the Deutsche Eishockey Liga (German Professional 
League). 

Paul focuses on player development by teaching at both ends of the ice, 
incorporating transitional skating and situational play that enhances both 
the technical and tactical development of all players both offensively and 
defensively.

DAVE RATHJEN
Goalie Coach 

Currently the goaltending coach for the Swift Current Broncos, Dave possesses an extensive background in 
goaltending having played for the WHL’s Tri-City Americans and the Penticton Panthers of the BCHL. Furthermore, 
he suited up for the University of Alberta in parts of three seasons from 2002-05 while attaining a Bachelors of 
Physical Education in Sports Management. 

The product of Penticton, BC also owns and operates Above the Crease Goaltending in which they work on 
developing goaltenders across various leagues. 

ROB BROWN
Technical Skills Coach 

A fourth-round pick in the 1986 NHL Entry Draft by the Pittsburg Penguins, 
Rob recorded 464 points in 597 career NHL games. A two-time WHL 
champion, a U20 World Juniors Gold Medalist, and one-time AHL champion, 
Rob has won MVP league honours for the WHL and IHL (NHL’s previous farm 
system), as well as the CHL player of the year in 1986-87. 

A former skills coach for the Edmonton Oil Kings, Rob takes skill 
repetitiveness /reinforcement and blends it into hockey IQ development. He 
works on stick handling, distributing and receiving different types of passes, 
and shooting with different angles and strides. He makes players think about 
split-second decisions, allowing players to make smarter plays during the 
game.
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*JOLENE DEBRUYN – Team Alberta U18 Winter Games Bronze Medalist – 2014

*ELIZABETH SALYN – Team Alberta U18 Winter Games Bronze Medalist – 2014

•TAYLOR KEZAMA – Team Alberta U18 – 2015

•ALEXA MCMILLAN – Team Alberta U18 – 2016

•CAITLIN PEJKOVIC – Team Alberta U18 – 2016

•ERIN FARGEY – CSSHL Female Prep Top Goaltender – 2016/17

TAYLOR KEZAMA – U of A (U Sport) National Champions – 2016/17 Scored the OT Winner

SOPHIE LALOR– Team Alberta U18 – 2017

•ELIZABETH LANG – Team Alberta U18 – 2017

•ERIN FARGEY – Team Alberta U18 – 2017

*BROOKLYN PALMER – Team Alberta U18 – 2017

*MACKENZIE KORDIC – Team Alberta U18 – 2017

*RYLIND MCKINNON – Team BC U18 Bronze Medalist – 2017; CSSHL Female Prep MVP – 2017/18; 
CSSHL Female Prep Top Defenseman – 2017/18

*ERIN FARGEY – CSSHL Female Prep Top Goaltender – 2017/18

RYLIND MCKINNON - Canada West All-Rookie Team - 2018/19

LINDSAY GILLIS - ACHA First Team All-American Team – 2018/19

*ALEX SPENCE - Team Alberta U18 Winter Games Gold Medalist - 2019

*ALIYA JOMHA - Team Alberta U18 Winter Games Gold Medalist – 2019

*SADIE MAKOKIS – Alberta Winter Games Bronze Medalist – 2020

*ANDIE PROULX– CSSHL Female Prep Top Defenseman – 2019/20

SHAE DEMALE – AUS First Team All-Star – 2019/20

ELIZABETH LANG – Canada West First Team All-Star – 2019/20

* Players accomplished feat while playing at NAX

NORTHERN ALBERTA XTREME
HIGHLIGHTS (FEMALE)
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NORTHERN ALBERTA XTREME

FEMALE PREP TEAM
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MEGAN DECKER   
Position: Goalie   
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’5 
Birthday: July 29, 2003
Hometown: Toronto, ON 

Megan returns to the U18 Female Prep team for her second season 
at NAX after posting a 3.22 goals against average and a .881 save 
percentage. Megan started playing hockey when she was four years 
old and her first memory of the sport is playing road hockey in the 
lane behind her house Her hobbies are running, hiking, and cooking, 
tennis, volleyball, and field lacrosse. Megan would like to go to nursing 
school and become a med-surgical nurse. Megan’s family started a 
girl’s ball hockey league with over 500 kids now in the community.

1

SARA KAZEIL   
Position: Defense    
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’5
Birthday: January 2, 2003
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

This will Sara’s third season with the U18 Female Prep team after 
recording 2 goals and 7 assists in 24 games last season. Sara 
started playing hockey when she was five years old and her first 
real game in novice was Rexall Place. A bronze medalist at the 
Alberta Winter Games, Sara hopes to one day be a lawyer, while 
she spends her time away from the rink golfing and watching 
Netflix. Her brother Nolan is in this fourth season with NAX, and 
first with the U18 Prep team.

2

KYLIE LARIVIERE  
Position: Defense    
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’9
Birthday: September 22, 2004
Hometown: Patuanak, SK

Kylie joins NAX for her first season with the Female U18 Prep team 
after spending the last two seasons in the CSSHL. 

3



DANIKA AUBIN  
Position: Defense    
Shoots: Left    
Height: 5’2
Birthday: July 7, 2005
Hometown: Guy, AB

Danika joins the NAX program for her first season with the U18 Female 
Prep team. From a small French farming town in northern Alberta, 
Danika grew up watching her dad play hockey and wanted to follow his 
footsteps so she started playing for the little pirates at the age of four. 
Her best hockey memory is going to provincials in her first year of atom. 
Danika enjoys having a good pasta meal a few hours before game time 
and fidgets with her good luck toy before every game.

4

BROOKLYN PIEBIAK  
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’4
Birthday: June 3, 2003
Hometown: Calgary, AB

Brooklyn joins NAX for her first season with the Female U18 team. 
Brooklyn started playing hockey when she five years old and her 
favourite hockey memory is scoring a goal from her stomach, 
swinging her stick like a baseball bat. She cheers for the Calgary 
Flames and her favourite player is Rasmus Andersson. Brooklyn’s 
favourite school subject is math and she would like to one day 
become a teacher. 

6

ANDIE PROULX   
Position: Defense   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’8
Birthday: March 16, 2004
Hometown: Sherwood Park, AB
Andie returns to NAX for her third season after recording 11 points in 
23 games last season. She joined NAX as an underage player for the 
2018/19 season and last season was named an Alberta Challenge All-
Star after recording three points in four games, helping North Yellow win 
the 2019 Alberta Challenge Cup. She would like to be an engineer or 
architect, and claims to know every word to every Taylor Swift song. Her 
dad played in the WHL for the Swift Current Broncos and her mom is in 
the Manitoba Softball Hall of Fame for winning a national championship. 
Her grandpa is in the Manitoba Hall of Fame for curling and her great 
uncle Dallas Smith was Bobby Orr’s defense partner for the Boston Bruins.

7
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AYAH SALEM   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’4
Birthday: July 27, 2004
Hometown: Calgary, AB
 
Ayah joins NAX for her first season with the Female Prep U18 team 
after she started playing hockey when she was eight. Her first 
memory of the game was when she scored her first goal on her own 
net. She is excited to play at NAX because of the programs focussed 
atmosphere and drive to help their students play at the next level and 
excel at academics at the same time. Some of her strengths include 
being positive, a speedy skater, her backhand shot, forechecking and 
backchecking, and puck protection. Her favorite hockey moment was 
winning provincials and scoring in the final game. 

8

MATAYAH METZ 
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Right 
Height: 5’6
Birthday: May 16, 2003
Hometown: Medicine Hat, AB

Matayah returns to NAX for her second season with the U18 
Female Prep team after recording 4 points in 19 games last season. 
Matayah started playing hockey when she was six years old and 
her first memories are scoring her first goal and watching the 
Canadian Olympic teams win gold. In her spare time, she enjoys 
listening to music, reading, snowboarding, track and field, and golf. 
Matayah’s favourite school subject is biology, and she would like to 
be a lawyer or getting involved in sports marketing or business. Her 
mom was a provincial competitive figure skater and her dad played 
junior/CIS football and Senior A hockey.

9

SAYJ PETERS  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
Height: 5’ 9
Birthday: August 4, 2005
Hometown: La Crete, AB

Sayj joins NAX for her first season with the U18 Female Prep team. 
She started playing hockey when she was three and her first hockey 
memory was in initiation when she argued with her coach after she 
scored the maximum three goals allowed per game. Her favourite 
memory is winning her first league championship. Sayj cheers for the 
Edmonton Oilers, and Oilers captain Connor McDavid is her favourite 
player. Something none of her teammates know about her is she went 
to West Africa for three months when she was two years old when 
her family adopted her brother.

10



HARPER KRAUSS   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left
Height: 5’ 2
Birthday: December 20, 2004
Hometown: Kitscoty, AB

Harper is excited to be joining the NAX Female U18 Prep team this year. 
Harper found her passion for hockey when she was seven years old. 
She started dancing at age three, but as soon as her feet hit the ice, 
she decided to hang up her ballet shoes and lace up her skates. Her 
most memorable hockey experience was winning the Alberta Challenge 
Cup with her team in 2018. She enjoys spending time at the family 
cabin, going camping each summer, and playing with her cats and dog. 
Her hope is to play hockey at a university and to teach younger girls 
the love of the game. Her favourite subject is English, and she enjoys 
reading. She is planning on becoming a maternity nurse. 

11

ELISSA BENJAMIN  
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’4
Birthday: June 20, 2003
Hometown: Nanaimo, B.C.

Elissa will be playing her final U18 year as a part of the Female 
Prep team. Elissa discovered she had a natural affinity for skating 
and hockey at a young age. Her favourite hockey memory was 
in U18 when she scored a hat trick during the final five minutes 
of the second period, finishing the game with five goals and one 
assist. During the off-season Elissa enjoys golfing and working out. 
Elissa is the only family member to play hockey, whereas her sister 
Julina does track and field and cross country. Her favourite school 
subject is chemistry.  

12

RIAN SANTOS 
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left    
Height: 5’2
Birthday: August 14, 2003
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Rian returns to the U18 Female Prep team after previously spending the 
2018/19 at NAX where she recorded 2 goals and 5 assists in 28 games. 

15
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TAYLOR CATCHER   
Position: Defense   
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’4
Birthday: May 9, 2004 
Hometown: Yellowknife, NT

Taylor joins NAX for her first season with the U18 Female Prep 
team. Taylor started playing hockey when she was six after 
her dad encouraged her to try out the sport, he spent so much 
time watching. Her first hockey memory was going to her first 
tournament in Hay River, and her favourite hockey moment was 
winning the Challenge Cup and getting a shout out from Ron 
MacLean. Taylor enjoys biking, volleyball, and badminton. She 
would like to one day be a lawyer and something none of her 
teammates know about her is that she hates eggs. 

18

KEIRSEN KOBI    
Position: Forward               
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’6
Birthday: March 12, 2004
Hometown: Coronation, AB

Keirsen joins the U18 Female Prep team for her first season at NAX. 
Keirsen started playing hockey when she was three and spent the first 
nine years playing on all boy’s teams. Her first memory of hockey is 
playing as an underage in novice with the boys and winning Heart and 
Hustle. She spends her free time riding her horse, and doing water 
sports such as wake surfing and wakeboarding. She has two brothers, 
one older and one younger, and they live on a farm and have llamas 
they can ride. 

19

TEAGAN WEBSTER-LOCKE 
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’10
Birthday: May 8, 2003
Hometown: Salmon Arm, BC

Teagan returns to the Female Prep team for her second season at NAX 
after recording 4 goals and 3 assists in 18 games last season. Teagan 
started playing hockey when she was eight after watching her brother 
play and wanting to be like him. Something Teagan needs to work on is 
cutting bagels, and one of her strengths is being tall. Her great uncle is 
Ken Dryden and something none of her teammates know about her is 
that she is “insane” at juggling. Her first hockey memory was when she 
was the seventh man at a Salmon Arm Silverbacks game. 

16



KENNEDY TAYLOR  
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’8
Birthday: October 30, 2003
Hometown: New Norway, AB

Kennedy returns to NAX for her third season after recording 2 goals 
and 1 assist in 24 games with the U18 Female Prep team last season. 
After watching her older sisters and dad play, Kennedy started 
playing hockey when she was six years old. Her favourite NHL team in 
the Chicago Blackhawks and her favourite school subject is math. Her 
older sister Beth currently plays for the MacEwan Griffins women’s 
hockey team and has won the ACAC league two consecutive years 
in a row. Her dad Wayne played in the AJHL for the Sherwood Park 
Crusaders and in the WHL for the Swift Current Broncos.

21

CASSY BOEHM   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’6
Birthday: July 18, 2004
Hometown: Jaffray, BC

Cassy joins NAX for her first season with the Female Prep team. 
Cassy has been playing hockey since she was four years old and 
one of her earliest hockey memories is scoring on the A&W bear 
at the intermission of a Kootenay Ice hockey game. Cassy also 
enjoys soccer and basketball and is a competitive wakesufer.  
Her favourite NHL team is the Vegas Golden Knights. Cassy 
would like to pursue a career in Wildlife Biology and her 
favourite school subject is Science.

22

SARAH RAYMOND   
Position: Forward    
Shoots: Right     
Height: 5’9
Birthday: March 31, 2004
Hometown: Camrose, AB

Sarah continues in the NAX program returning for a second year 
with the Female U18 Prep team. Her older brother and NAX 
alum, Matthew, got her into the sport when she was six years 
old and she has loved it ever since. Her first memory of the 
game of hockey was getting her first penalty and looking up into 
the stands to smile and wave at her parents. If hockey doesn’t 
work out in the future, Sarah’s dream jobs include lawyer and 
optometrist. 

27
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ELLE BOYKO   
Position: Goalie   
Shoots: Left    
Height: 5’8
Birthday: June 6, 2002
Hometown: St. Albert, AB

Elle returns to NAX for her third season and fourth season in the 
CSSHL. Last season Elle was nominated for the CSSHL Female Prep 
Division Top Goaltender award after posting 1.37 goals against 
average and .948 save percentage in 15 games. Her hobbies include 
mountain biking, hiking, skiing, and making short films, as well as 
playing tennis, basketball, and badminton. Elle started playing hockey 
when she was nine years old after seeing how much fun her brother 
had playing the game. One day Elle hopes to be a lawyer working 
alongside her brother and cousin.

35
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*JAYDEN PLATZ – Team Alberta U16 Gold Medalist – 2015

*JOSH PROKOP – Team Alberta U16 Gold Medalist – 2015

*RYLEY APPELT – Team Alberta U16 Gold Medalist – 2015

*DANIEL BAKER – Team Alberta U16 Gold Medalist – 2016

*CARTER SOUCH – Team Alberta U16 Gold Medalist – 2016

*LUKE PROKOP – Team Alberta U16 Silver Medalist – 2017; Team Canada White U17 World Hockey Challenge - 2018

*CONNOR MCCLENNON – Team Alberta U16 Silver Medalist – 2017; Team Canada White U17 World Hockey 
Challenge – 2018; U17 World Hockey Challenge All-Star Team - 2018; Kootenay Ice Rookie of the Year - 2018/19; 
Winnipeg Ice Unsung Hero - 2019/20

*KYLE CRNKOVIC – Team Alberta U16 Silver Medalist – 2017; Team Canada Black U17 World Hockey Challenge 
– 2018

*COLE CARRIER – Team Alberta U16 Silver Medalist – 2017

NICK LEYER – AJHL League Champion – 2017/18

MARTIN RUDOLF – AJHL League Champion – 2017/18

DARWIN LAKODUK – VIJHL Rookie of the Year – 2017/18

*TY YODER – CSSHL Elite 15s MVP – 2017/18; CSSHL Elite 15s Top Scorer – 2017/18

*ZACK OSTAPCHUK - Team Alberta U16 Bronze Medalist – 2019

BRETT HYLAND - Team Alberta U16 Bronze Medalist – 2019

DREW SIM - Team Alberta U16 Bronze Medalist – 2019

LOCHLAN GORDON - Team Alberta U16 Bronze Medalist – 2019

CARTER SAVOIE - AJHL Rookie of the Year – 2018/19; AJHL Viterra All-Rookie Team – 2018/19; AJHL Viterra All-
League Team – 2018/19; CJHL Top Rookie – 2018/19; AJHL Viterra North Division All-League Team – 2019/20

CARTER SAVOIE/MICHAEL BENNING - Sherwood Park Crusaders Rookie of the Year – 2018/19

*MICHAEL BENNING - CSSHL Elite 15s Top Defenseman – 2017/18 ; AJHL Viterra All-Rookie Team - 2018/19; 
Sherwood Park Crusaders Defenceman of the Year - 2018/19; AJHL Viterra North Division All-League Team - 
2019/20; AJHL Top Defenceman - 2019/20

LIAM MCGARVA – KIJHL Doug Burke Division Top Goaltender – 2018/19; KIJHL League Champion – 2018/19; 
Cyclone Taylor Cup Champion – 2018/19

*DYLAN GUENTHER – CSSHL Bantam Top Scorer – 2017/18; CSSHL Midget Prep Top Freshman – 2018/19; 
Team Alberta U16 Bronze Medalist – 2019; Edmonton Oil Kings Rookie of the Year – 2019/20; WHL Eastern 
Conference Rookie of the Year – 2019/20

NORTHERN ALBERTA XTREME
HIGHLIGHTS (MALE)
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* Players accomplished feat while playing at NAX

*MATTHEW SAVOIE - CSSHL Bantam MVP – 2017/18; Team Alberta U16 Bronze Medalist – 2019 ; CSSHL 
Midget Prep MVP – 2018/19; Team Canada Youth Olympics Bronze Medalist – 2019/20

*CHARLIE WRIGHT – CSSHL Elite 15s Top Defenseman – 2018/19

*NATE DANIELSON – Team Canada Youth Olympics Bronze Medalist – 2019/20

*MARC LAJOIE – Team Alberta U16 Bronze Medalist – 2019; Tri-City Americans Rookie of the Year – 2019/20

RILEY FIDDLER SCHULTZ – WHL Eastern Conference Humanitarian of the Year – 2019/20

*RAPHAEL PELLETIER – Team Alberta U16 Silver Medalist – 201 ; Swift Current Broncos Most Sportsmanlike 
Player – 2019/20

ETHAN EDWARDS - AJHL Viterra North Division All-Rookie Team - 2019/20

MARC PASEMKO – AJHL Most Dedicated Player – 2019/20

COLE BASNETT – AJHL All-Academic Team – 2019/20

NATE MORGAN – AJHL All-Academic Team – 2019/20

MYLES HILMAN – AJHL All-Academic Team – 2019/20
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2014
Marc Pasemko 9th Round, 181st Overall – Prince George Cougars

2015
Jayden Platz 2nd Round, 33rd Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings
Ryley Appelt 4th Round, 81st Overall – Kamloops Blazers
Josh Prokop 5th Round, 92nd Overall – Swift Current Broncos 
Ty Ettinger 5th Round, 96th Overall – Brandon Wheat Kings
Lucas Pringle 6th Round, 119th Overall – Moose Jaw Warriors 
Isaac Saniga 10th Round, 205th Overall – Prince George Cougars

2016
Daniel Baker 2nd Round, 28th Overall – Medicine Hat Tigers
Carter Souch 4th Round, 75th Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings
Lukas Konashuk 8th Round, 156th Overall – Vancouver Giants
Ethan Mack 8th Round, 157th Overall – Saskatoon Blades
Braden Potter 11th Round, 225th Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings

2017
Connor McClennon 1st Round, 2nd Overall – Kootenay Ice
Luke Prokop 1st Round, 7th Overall – Calgary Hitmen
Kyle Crnkovic 1st Round, 10th Overall – Saskatoon Blades
Raphael Pelletier 3rd Round, 48th Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings 
Cole Carrier 4th Round, 71st Overall – Kelowna Rockets 
Jarod Newell 4th Round, 82nd Overall – Tri-City Americans 
Ty Yoder 5th Round, 93rd Overall – Victoria Royals
Noah Lamb 6th Round, 118th Overall – Victoria Royals 
Greg Nelson 7th Round, 139th Overall – Seattle Thunderbirds 
Mike Benning 7th Round, 142nd Overall – Victoria Royals
Riley Fiddler-Schultz 7th Round, 148th Overall – Calgary Hitmen
Daron Cyr 7th Round, 154th Overall – Swift Current Broncos 
Ethan Edwards 8th Round, 165th Overall – Portland Winterhawks 
Ty Marcinkowski 8th Round, 173rd Overall – Seattle Thunderbirds 
Carter Savoie 9th Round, 198th Overall -Regina Pats 
Ethan Leyer 10th Round, 204th Overall – Portland Winterhawks
Nathan Morgan 11th Round, 230th Overall – Victoria Royals

2018
*Dylan Guenther 1st Round, 1st Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings
*Zack Ostapchuk 1st Round, 12th Overall – Vancouver Giants
*Marc Lajoie 1st Round, 14th Overall – Tri City Americans
*Brett Hyland 2nd Round, 24th Overall – Brandon Wheat Kings
Skyler Bruce 2nd Round, 29th Overall – Kootenay Ice
*Lucas Ciona 2nd Round, 32nd Overall – Seattle Thunderbirds

NAX WHL DRAFT PICKS
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Drew Sim 3rd Round, 46th Overall – Vancouver Giants 
*Lochlan Gordon 3rd Round, 57th Overall – Portland Winterhawks
Charlie Wright 4th Round, 70th Overall – Saskatoon Blades
Sam Popowich 5th Round, 91st Overall – Seattle Thunderbirds
*Jacob Romanchuk 6th Round, 113th Overall – Calgary Hitmen
*Blake Heward 7th Round, 153rd Overall – Swift Current Broncos
Parke Berge 8th Round, 157th Overall – Regina Pats
Myles Hilman 9th Round, 185th Overall – Prince Albert Raiders
Zach Burns 9th Round, 193rd Overall – Spokane Chiefs
Caleb Wyrostok 9th Round, 197th Overall – Swift Current Broncos
Ross Roloson 10th Round, 200th Overall – Victoria Royals
Tyler Palmer 10th Round, 215th Overall – Spokane Chiefs

2019
*Matthew Savoie 1st Round, 1st Overall – Winnipeg Ice
Nate Danielson 1st Round, 5th Overall – Brandon Wheat Kings
Bowden Singleton 2nd Round, 43rd Overall – Vancouver Giants
Ross Stanley 2nd Round, 40th Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings
*Ben Hemmerling 3rd Round, 49th Overall – Everett Silvertips
Logan Cunningham 3rd Round, 59th Overall – Spokane Chiefs
Kolby Hay 3rd Round, 62nd Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings
Reid Mackay 3rd Round, 65th Overall – Lethbridge Hurricanes
*Cale Ashcroft 4th Round, 76th Overall – Saskatoon Blades
*Billal Noori 4th Round, 79th Overall – Calgary Hitmen
Shea Van Olm 6th Round, 128th Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings
Carter Spirig – 8th Round, 169th Overall – Kootenay Ice
*Nicholas Wolfenberg 8th Round, 173rd Overall – Saskatoon Blades
Landon Van Engelen 9th Round, 184th Overall – Portland Winterhawks
*Eric Roest 10th Round, 215th Overall – Lethbridge Hurricanes

2019 / 2020
*Saige Weinstein, 1st Round, 18th Overall - Spokane Chiefs
Dawson Seitz, 1st Round, 20th Overall – Edmonton Oil Kings
*Kooper Gizowski, 2nd Round, 40th Overall - Spokane Chiefs
Scott Ratzlaff, 2nd Round, 43rd Overall – Seattle Thunderbirds
*Teydon Trembecky, 3rd Round, 57th Overall - Brandon Wheat Kings
*Anthony Wilson, 3rd Round, 59th Overall - Victoria Royals
Zackary Shantz, 3rd Round 66th Overall – Prince George Cougars
*Eastyn Mannix, 4th Round, 79th Overall - Brandon Wheat Kings
*Carter Kowalyk, 4th Round, 86th Overall - Edmonton Oil Kings
*Zachary Wilson, 5th Round, 90th Overall - Prince Albert Raiders
*Kai Matthew, 5th Round, 107th Overall - Kamloops Blazers
*Ryan Arnold, 7th Round, 143rd Overall - Red Deer Rebels
*Logan Cunningham, 7th Round, 150th Overall - Victoria Royals
*Matthew Gillard, 7th Round, 152nd Overall - Victoria Royals

* Players accomplished feat while playing at NAX
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2018
*Mike Benning 2nd Round, 24th Overall - Dubuque Fighting Saints

*Carter Savoie 4th Round, 56th Overall - Dubuque Fighting Saints

*Ethan Edwards 8th Round, 125th Overall – Sioux Falls Stampede

Kaleb Ergang 12th Round, 181st Overall- Central Illinois Flying Aces

*Bruce MacGregor 18th Round, 287th Overall – Lincoln Stars

2019
*Myles Hilman 7th Round, 100th Overall - Dubuque Fighting Saints

2020
Bowden Singleton 4th Round, 54th Overall – Green Bay Gamblers

NAX USHL DRAFT PICKS

2020
Luke Prokop 3rd round, 73rdoverall - Nashville Predators

Michael Benning 4th round, 95th overall - Florida Panthers

Carter Savoie 4th round, 100th overall - Edmonton Oilers

Ethan Edwards 4th round, 120th overall - New Jersey Devils

Connor McClennon 6th round, 178th overall - Philadelphia Flyers

NAX NHL DRAFT PICKS

* Players accomplished feat while playing at NAX
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JASON WALIA
Position: Defense    
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’9   
Weight: 140lb
Birthday: August 10, 2007
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Jason joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. Jason 
started playing hockey when he was six years old and his first 
hockey memory is scoring his first goal in initiation. Jason, who 
was born in Vancouver, cheers for the Vegas Golden Knights and 
would like to one day become a lawyer. His favourite hockey 
memory is scoring the game winning goal in Edmonton Minor 
Hockey Week to win the tournament. 

2

LUKAS KAPLAN    
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’1  
Weight: 100lbs
Birthday: June 30, 2007
Hometown: Spruce Grove, AB

Lukas joins the U15 team for his first season at NAX. Lukas, who 
became an uncle at the age of 10, started playing hockey when 
he was four years old. Lukas cheers for the Edmonton Oilers and 
plays both golf and ball hockey. He would like to one day become 
an accountant and his favourite school subject is math. His sister 
was a two-time National Champion for gymnastics and his Great 
Grandfather played for the Boston Bruins.

4

JAKE SMITH   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left
Height: 5’1  
Weight: 100lbs
Birthday: September 27, 2007
Hometown: Sherwood Park, AB

Jake joins the U15 team for his first season at NAX. Jake started 
playing hockey when he was four years old and his first memory is his 
first game, when he was falling everywhere. Jake played in the 2020 
Alberta Winter Games and his favourite team is the Edmonton Oilers, 
with their captain Connor McDavid being his favourite player. He has 
a dog named max and his uncle and two cousins played NCAA hockey 
in the US. 

5



KEEGAN DIRKS   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left   
Height: 4’10  
Weight: 85lbs
Birthday: December 20, 2007
Hometown: Spruce Grove, AB

Keegan joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. Keegan 
started playing hockey when he was four years old and his favourite 
hockey memory is scoring the game winning goal in overtime in 
Edmonton Minor Hockey week to win the gold medal. He cheers for 
Auston Matthews and the Toronto Maple Leafs and in his free time 
he enjoys to scooter, play basketball, dirt bike and hangout with his 
friends. His mom is originally from Nova Scotia and his grandparents 
own a golf course. 

6

JIMMY PROULX
Position: Defense
Shoots: Left
Height: 5’7
Weight: 145lbs
Birthday: August 8, 2006
Hometown: Sherwood Park, AB

Jimmy joins NAX for his first season. He is joining the NAX program 
because he enjoys working with the coaches during the off season 
and has watched his sister, Andie, play for NAX the last two years. 
Jimmy started playing hockey when he was four and has had the 
opportunity to play with the same group of friends for many years. 
His favourite NHL team is the Chicago Blackhawks and favourite 
player is Kirby Dach. Jimmy and Kirby’s dads grew up together in Fort 
Saskatchewan and played together from early age to senior hockey 
with Fort Chiefs. Jimmy enjoys golfing and surfing.

9

OWEN BREES    
Position: Defense    
Shoots: Right
Height: 5’11   
Weight: 150lb
Birthday: January 31, 2007
Hometown: Lethbridge, AB

Owen joins the U15 team for his first season at NAX. Owen started 
playing hockey when he was five years old and his favourite hockey 
memory is scoring a playoff overtime winning goal against a team 
that was unbeaten. Owen’s favourite school subject is science and his 
second favourite sport is volleyball. His dad was as competitive golfer, 
archer, and badminton player while his mom played rugby. 

11

2020 / 2021   37



KARTER RADTKE   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right
Height: 5’3   
Weight: 100lbs
Birthday: March 9, 2007
Hometown: Leduc, AB

Karter joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. Karter 
started playing hockey when he was four years old and his 
favourite hockey memory is winning Peewee AA provincials in 
2018/19. His favourite NHL team is the Edmonton Oilers and he 
prefers pasta as his pre-game meal. His cousin Sammy Spurrell 
played for Minnesota Duluth and won the NCAA National 
Championship in 2017/18.

12

RHETT SCHWAB   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right
Height: 5’ 3  
Weight: 105lbs
Birthday: March 19, 2007
Hometown: Leduc, AB

Rhett joins the U15 team for his first season at NAX. Rhett 
started playing hockey when he was four years old and his 
favourite hockey memory was winning the Peewee AA Provincial 
Championships. Rhett comes from a family with an extremely 
talented athletic background. His dad went to Japan to play 
baseball when he was younger representing Team Canada and his 
grandpa played in the WHL. Two of his uncles played professional 
hockey in the US and Europe, with one of them now a player 
agent and the other a coach in the US.

14

CLARKE SCHAEFER  
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right
Height: 5’3   
Weight: 102lbs
Birthday: April 17, 2007
Hometown: Spruce Grove, AB

Clarke joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. Clarke started 
playing hockey when he was four years old and his favourite hockey 
memory was playing in Alberta Winter Games. Clarke comes from 
a long line of successful hockey players. His cousin has won three 
Stanley Cups, his dad was drafted to the Boston Bruins, and his 
brother is a Seattle Thunderbirds draft pick and recently played with 
the Spruce Grove Saints of the AJHL.

15



ZACHARY LARMOUR 
Position: Defense    
Shoots: Right
Height: 5’7   
Weight: 120lbs
Birthday: September 21, 2007
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Zac joins the U15 team for his first season at NAX after he started 
playing hockey when he was four years old. His favourite hockey 
memory is winning Atom AA Provincials in Calgary, and he cheers for 
the Washington Capitals. Zac would like to one day work in medicine 
and his pre-game meal is pasta and chicken. His favourite school 
subject is science and he has an older brother and older sister. 

17

JAKE WALKER   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left
Height: 5’4   
Weight: 128lbs
Birthday: April 9, 2007
Hometown: Sherwood Park, AB

Jake joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. After 
seeing his sister play, Jake started playing hockey when he was 
three years old. His favourite hockey memory was scoring a 
semifinal shootout goal during a tournament in West Edmonton 
Mall. He enjoys golfing, surfing, skiing, and his family has a couple 
annual quadding trips that he always looks forward to all year. 
His favourite school subject is math and his dad played college 
football. 

18

LUCAS MCKENZIE  
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left
Height: 5’1   
Weight: 110lbs
Birthday: October 9, 2007
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Lucas joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. Lucas started 
playing hockey when he was four years old and his favourite hockey 
memory was winning provincials. His favourite team is the Colorado 
Avalanche, while their star forward is Nathan MacKinnon his favourite 
player. Lucas favourite pre game meal is pasta and meatballs while he 
spends his free timing golfing and biking. 

19
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WYATT OKRAINETZ   
Position: Forward    
Shoots: Right
Height: 5’0   
Weight: 110lbs
Birthday: August 22, 2007
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Wyatt joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. Wyatt started 
playing hockey when he was seven years old after he saw Connor 
McDavid playing for the Erie Otters. His favourite hockey memory is 
scoring his first goal in a competitive hockey game and he would like 
to one day own his own sports company. His favourite NHL team is 
the Edmonton Oilers and he enjoys baseball and math. 

20

COOPER MENASSE  
Position: Defense   
Shoots: Right
Height: 5’4   
Weight: 100lbs
Birthday: April 18, 2007
Hometown: Devon, AB

Cooper joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. One of 
the first student-athletes from Devon to play for the Devon based 
academy, the Menasse family are no strangers to the program having 
billeted several NAX student-athletes in the past. Cooper started 
playing hockey when he was four years old and his favourite hockey 
memory is when his team won the Cactus Cup in Phoenix against a 
team that had been undefeated for several years.

21

DYLAN WESTMANN  
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right 
Height: 5’6  
Weight: 114lbs
Birthday: June 18, 2007
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Dylan joins the U15 team for his first season at NAX. A Canadian and 
British citizen, Dylan started playing hockey when he was five years 
old. His favourite hockey memories are winning Novice 1 and Peewee 
AA city championships in 2016 and 2019, and playing at Alberta 
Winter Games. Dylan would like to one day be a surgeon or lawyer 
and his favourite school subject is math. His grandpa played in the 
CFL with the Saskatchewan Roughriders and he won a Grey Cup with 
the team. 

27



JORDAN SWITZER   
Position: Goalie   
Shoots: Left
Height: 5’6   
Weight: 125lbs
Birthday: January 26, 2007
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Jordan joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. Jordan started 
playing hockey when he was four years old and his favourite memories 
are winning Atom AA provincials and being able to win Pee Wee AA 
Minor Hockey week this past season. His two favourite NHL players 
are Carey Price and Carter Hart, and his favourite NHL team is the 
Edmonton Oilers. Jordan, who has a twin sister, would like to follow in 
his dads footsteps and get a degree from the University of Alberta. 

30

RYAN GROUT  
Position: Goalie  
Shoots: Left
Height: 5’6   
Weight: 116lbs
Birthday: April 15, 2007
Hometown: Sturgeon County, AB

Ryan joins NAX for his first season with the U15 team. Ryan 
started playing hockey when he was four years old and his 
favourite hockey memory happened last season when he attended 
the well-known Quebec International Pee Wee Tournament. His 
favourite player is Carey Price with the Montreal Canadiens 
being his favourite team. In his spare time Ryan enjoys playing 
basketball and golf, and his favourite school subject is math. 

35
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HADEN HEIDE 
Position: Goalie
Catches: Left 
Height: 5’8   
Weight: 130lbs
Birthday: August 18, 2006
Hometown: Lloydminster, AB

Haden joins the U15 Prep team for his first season at NAX. Haden 
started playing hockey when he was four years old and his favourite 
school subject is math because he finds it calming. He enjoys golf, 
snowboarding, lacrosse and surfing, and would like to one day become 
a dentist like his mom. His 6’7 uncle, Derek “The Boogieman” Boogaard, 
played for the Minnesota Wild and New York Rangers, and his 6’5 aunt 
played basketball for Team Canada and professionally in Europe.

1

RHYS PEDERSON 
Position: Defense
Shoots: Left
Height: 6’   
Weight:150lbs
Birthday: September 8, 2006
Hometown: Stettler, AB

Rhys joins NAX for his first season with the U15 Prep team. Rhys 
started playing hockey when he was five and his favourite memory 
is winning SCAHL Peewee AA North in 2018. His favourite NHL 
team is the Edmonton Oilers and he enjoys spending his free 
time golfing, and playing baseball, and basketball. He won junior 
handball provincials with Bentley School in 2019, and his sister 
currently plays U18 hockey. 

4

OWEN SCHOETTLER
Position: Defense
Shoots: Right
Height: 5’5
Weight: 130lbs
Birthday: January 23, 2007
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Owen is excited to start the new season in his first year playing for 
NAX. Owen started playing hockey when he was three years old, and 
strives to be better every day. Owen’s favourite hockey memory is 
being selected for the North American All-Star team in Bolzano, Italy. 
His two favourite subjects in school are math and science. He wants to 
go to university to become an architect. In the summer, Owen also likes 
to play golf and go to his lake, shoot his compound bow, and go fishing.

5



HAYDEN HARSANYI  
Position: Forward    
Shoots: Left    
Height: 5’2   
Weight: 110lbs
Birthday: January 10, 2007
Hometown: Calgary, AB

Hayden joins the U15 Prep team for his first season at NAX. Hayden 
started skating when he was two and started playing hockey when 
he was three, after watching Canada win Gold in the 2010 Vancouver 
Olympics. Hayden, who in 2020 broke the record for the most points 
scored at the Alberta Winter Games, would like to one day be a 
lawyer and his favourite school subject is science. Hayden spends his 
free time rollerblading, playing basketball and Xbox, and previously 
played football for the Calgary Wildcats. 

6

COLE RESCHNY    
Position: Forward    
Shoots: Left                
Height: 5’6  
Weight: 116lbs
Hometown: Macklin, SK
Birthday: April 6, 2007

Cole joins NAX for his first season with the NAX U15 Prep team. 
Cole started playing hockey when he was three and his favourite 
memory is scoring the OT winner in Italy to go to the semifinals. 
Cole has played baseball every summer growing up and his 
favourite school subject is math. His older brother Austin is in his 
first season with the NAX U18 Prep team, and their uncle played 
four years of NCAA hockey. 

7

KYLE MARSDEN    
Position: Defense    
Shoots: Right     
Height: 6’2   
Weight: 190lbs
Hometown: Stephenville, NL
Birthday: July 13, 2006

Kyle joins the Xtreme for his first season with the U15 Prep team. Kyle 
started playing hockey when he was four years old and has lived in 
Newfoundland longer than he has lived in Alberta. In his free time, he 
enjoys playing basketball, baseball, video games and camping, and 
he would like to either be a police officer or an eye doctor when he 
grows up. Kyle cheers for the Pittsburg Penguins and his favourite 
player is Kris Letang. 

8
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TRISTEN DOYLE   
Position: Defense    
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’8
Weight: 165lbs
Birthday: February 17, 2006
Hometown: Bonnyville, AB

Tristen returns to NAX for his second season with the U15 Prep team 
after recording 26 points in 27 games last season. Tristen began 
playing hockey when he was four years old and when not at the rink, 
he enjoys badminton, track, and boxing. When he grows up Tristen 
would like to be an orthodontist or firefighter. Born in Winnipeg, 
Tristen cheers for his hometown Jets and defenseman Josh Morrissey. 
His favourite pregame meal is chicken fettuccine alfredo and he has a 
dog named Little Man. 

9

DYLAN RUFF    
Position: Forward  
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’6  
Weight: 120lbs
Birthday: March 1, 2007
Hometown: Sylvan Lake, AB

Dylan joins NAX for his first season with the U15 Prep team. 
Dylan started playing hockey when he was four years old and 
his favourite hockey memory is playing in the Brick Invitational 
Tournament for Alberta. His favourite team is the Pittsburg 
Penguins and their captain Sidney Crosby is his favourite player. In 
his free time Dylan enjoys water sports, snowboarding and biking, 
and his favourite school subject is math. 

10

HUNTER DINGMAN
Position: Forward
Shoots: Left
Height: 5’9  
Weight: 125lbs
Birthday: October 12, 2006
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Hunter joins NAX for his first season with the U15 Prep team. The son of 
two-time Stanley Cup Champion Chris Dingman, Hunter started playing 
hockey when he was five years old. His favourite hockey memory is 
winning the state championships in Tampa, Florida. In his spare time 
Hunter enjoys biking, basketball, football, and playing video games with 
his friends. His favourite NHL team is the Detroit Red Wings and he 
would like to one day become a hockey coach, sports psychologist, or 
trainer..

11



REID VARKONYI   
Position: Forward  
Shoots: Left  
Height: 5’ 10
Weight: 170lbs
Hometown: Sherwood Park, AB
Birthday: January 15, 2006

Reid returns to NAX for his second season with the U15 Prep team, 
after recording 23 points in 29 games last season. Reid started playing 
hockey when he was four and his favourite hockey moment happened 
this spring when his team won the Canada Cup in Calgary and he 
scored the overtime winner in the semi-finals. His favourite NHL players 
are Connor McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon, while his favourite teams 
are the Chicago Blackhawks and Colorado Avalanche. Both of his uncles 
played hockey and one of them was a goalie in the NHL. 

12

JACE MURRAY
Position: Defense
Shoots: Left
Height: 6’ 
Weight: 175lbs
Birthday: March 13, 2006 
Hometown: Sylvan Lake, AB

Jace joins NAX for his first season with the U15 Prep team, and 
second year in the CSSHL. Jace started playing hockey when he 
was six years old and his favourite hockey moment is winning 
provincials. His favourite NHL teams are the Pittsburg Penguins 
and Nashville Predators, and he would like to one day become 
a chiropractor. Jace has siblings who are twins and his dad won 
Nationals and finished third in the world in kickboxing. 

14

LUKE DAVIES   
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Right  
Height: 5’10
Weight: 160lbs
Birthday: October 18, 2006
Hometown: Calgary, AB

This will be Luke’s first year at NAX and first year in the CSSHL. Luke 
will join the U15 Prep team for the 2020-21 season. Luke record 
8 goals and 4 assists in 23 games last year. Luke started playing 
hockey at four and wants to start his own business like his father. 
His favourite hockey team is the Calgary Flames, and Luke’s favourite 
player is Matthew Tkachuk.

15
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OWEN BERGE  
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Right   
Height: 5’11             
Weight:172lbs
Birthday: May 2, 2006
Hometown: Edmonton, Alberta

Owen joins the U15 Prep team for his first season at NAX after his 
brother Parker, now with the Regina Pats, spent last season with the 
NAX U18 Prep team. Owen started playing hockey when he was five 
years old and his favourite hockey is winning playoffs in novice. His 
favourite NHL team is the Edmonton Oilers and he would like to one 
day become a lawyer. Something none of his teammates know about 
him is his ethnic background as he is part Pakistani, part East Indian, 
part British, and part Ukrainian.

16

JASON HUANG               
Position: Forward     
Shoots: Left                  
Height: 5’10                    
Weight: 150lbs 
Hometown: Qingdao, China 
Birthday: April 18, 2006 

Jason joins the U15 Prep team for his second season at the AAA 
level, but first with NAX. Born overseas, Jason came to Canada at 
a young age and started playing hockey at four. His favourite NHL 
team is the San Jose Sharks and his favourite player is Nathan 
MacKinnon. Jason used to be a competitive swimmer and also 
likes playing basketball or rollerblading for fun. 

18

BROCK SOUCH 
Position: Forward
Shoots: Left 
Height: 5’5 
Weight: 117lbs
Birthday: October 11, 2006
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Brock joins NAX for his first season with the U15 Prep team. Carter 
started playing hockey when he was four and his favourite memory is 
playing in The Brick tournament and being named to the second All Star 
team. He enjoys golfing, fishing and rollerblading, and would like to one 
day become a doctor or engineer. His older brother Carter spent two 
seasons at NAX and currently plays for the Edmonton Oil Kings. His 
dad was the captain of the University of Alberta Golden Bears and his 
cousins Josh and Jessica Healey play for the Milwaukee Admirals (AHL) 
and HV71 (Sweden) respectively. 

19
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BRAYDEN KLIMPKE
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left  
Height: 5’   
Weight: 100lbs
Birthday: October 8, 2007
Hometown: Calgary, AB

Brayden joins the U15 Prep team for his first season at NAX. Brayden 
started playing hockey when he was four years old after watching 
Canada in the 2010 Olympics. His favourite hockey memory is winning 
silver at the 2020 Alberta Winter Games for Team Calgary, and he 
spends his free time rollerblading, camping, surfing, playing basketball 
and Xbox games. His dad played Junior A in Manitoba, his older sister 
has won a national championship in Ringette with her team from 
Calgary, and his brother played bantam AAA and midget AAA and is 
going to North Battleford Stars SJHL camp this season. 

21

JAXON HALEY     
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right        
Height: 6’       
Weight:133lbs
Birthday: August 19,2006 
Hometown: Spruce Grove, AB 

Jaxon joins the U15 Prep team for his first season at NAX. Jaxon, 
who has dual citizenship with both a Canadian and US passport, 
started playing hockey when he was four years old. Jaxon 
spends his free time golfing, fishing and mountain biking, and 
would like to one day be a nurse, physiotherapist, chiropractor, 
or something else in the medical field. His favourite hockey 
moment was winning his leagues championship last season and 
his favourite school subjects are gym and social. 

22

CREW TRUE-JEWELL   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right   
Height: 5’11  
Weight: 130lbs
Birthday: April 2, 2006
Hometown: Yellowknife, NT

Crew joins NAX for his first season with the Bantam Prep team. 
Crew started playing hockey when he was five years old and his 
favourite hockey memory is hanging out with his teammates during 
tournaments. His dream job is to become an automotive engineer 
so he can design sports cars, and his favorite subjects in school are 
math, social and gym. One thing not a lot of people know about Crew 
is that he was born underwater.

23
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SPENCER MICHNIK  
Position: Goalie 
Shoots: Left  
Height: 6’   
Weight: 165lbs
Birthday: October 7, 2006
Hometown: Sylvan Lake, AB

Spencer joins the U15 Prep team for his first season at NAX. Last 
season Spencer lead his league in goals against average (1.72), and 
save percentage (0.930), on his way to being named the league’s 
Best Goaltender and winning a league championship. Spencer 
started playing hockey when he was five years old and his favourite 
team is the Philadelphia Flyers. He enjoys fishing, wake surfing, play 
basketball, snowmobiling, and biking.
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LOGAN CUNNINGHAM               
Position: Goalie                                
Catches: Left                                    
Height: 6’1
Weight: 180lbs 
Birthday: February 11, 2005 
Hometown: Sherwood Park, AB 
Logan returns to NAX for his second year after a very successful first 
season on the NAX U16 Prep team.  Logan had 14 wins in 18 regular 
season starts with a GAA of 2.95 and .901 SV%, was nominated for 
the CSSHL Bantam Prep Top Goalie Award and was drafted by the 
Victoria Royals in the seventh round, 150th overall in the 2020 WHL 
Bantam Draft. He started playing hockey at age six and became 
a dedicated goalie by age eight.  His favourite NHL team is the 
Edmonton Oilers, though his favourite player is Andrei Vasilevskiy. In 
his spare time, Logan likes coaching and mentoring younger goalies, 
off the ice he likes golf, downhill skiing, and lacrosse.

1

BENJAMIN SIMPSON 
Position: Defense   
Shoots: Left    
Height: 5’8   
Weight: 145lbs
Birthday: October 7, 2005
Hometown: Sherwood Park, AB

Benjamin joins the U16 Prep team for his first season at NAX. 
Wanting to try a sport other than soccer, Benjamin started 
playing hockey when he was six years old. Two of his favourite 
NHL players are Cale Makar and Quinn Hughes, and his favourite 
NHL team is the Calgary Flames. His favourite school subjects 
are science and gym and he would like to one day become a 
Physiotherapist or Sports Doctor. Benjamin speaks French fluently, 
having been in French immersion school since kindergarten.

3

IAN GEORGE 
Position: Defense
Shoots: Right  
Height: 5’9  
Weight: 155lbs
Birthday: July 28, 2005
Hometown: Beaumont, AB

Ian joins NAX for his first season with the U16 Prep team. Ian started 
playing hockey when he was five and his favourite hockey moment 
was playing in the Brick Invitational tournament. Ian’s favourite NHL 
player is Kris Russell and he cheers for the Edmonton Oilers. Ian, 
who can play the piano, would like to one day become a video game 
tester. His dad played university soccer and his mom played university 
basketball and was a competitive swimmer. 

4



CARTER KOWALYK  
Position: Defense   
Shoots: Left    
Height: 6’3
Weight: 181lbs
Birthday: July 8, 2005
Hometown:  St. Albert, AB

Carter joins the U16 Prep team for his second season with the 
Northern Alberta Xtreme. After recording 18 points in 28 games with 
the U15 Prep team, Carter was selected in the fourth round, 86th 
overall by the Edmonton Oil Kings in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft. 
Carter was four years old the first time he put on skates, though 
he recalls struggling at first. Carter cheers for the San Jose Sharks 
and models his game after Sharks defenseman, Brent Burns. In his 
spare time, Carter plays golf and basketball and would like to study 
kinesiology and become a trainer for elite athletes when he’s older.

5

RYAN ARNOLD   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 6’0
Weight: 165lbs
Birthday: June 19, 2005
Hometown: St. Albert, AB

Ryan joins the U16 Prep team for his second season at NAX. 
After recording 30 points in 29 games with the U15 Prep team, 
Ryan was selected in the seventh round, 143rd overall by the 
Red Deer Rebels in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft. Ryan started 
playing hockey when he was four and his first memory was 
skating at the TransAlta Tri Leisure Centre with his brother 
and dad. His brother Evan currently plays for the Sherwood 
Park Crusaders and spent two years at NAX, winning a CSSHL 
Championship in 2019 with the Elite 15s. 

6

BRET HYMERS    
Position: Forward    
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’10
Weight: 163lbs 
Birthday: May 12, 2005
Hometown: Botha, AB

Bret returns to NAX for his second season after recording 17 points 
in 29 games with the U15 Prep team last season. A Canadian and 
National Qualifier in his rodeo roping events, Bret started playing 
hockey when he was three years old. A fan of Shane Doan and the 
Arizona Coyotes, Bret would like to one day be a movie producer. His 
favourite school subject is math while his favorite pre-game meal is 
chicken penne.

7
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EASTYN MANNIX 
Position: Defense  
Shoots: Left   
Height: 6’ 2 
Weight: 170lbs
Birthday: February 28, 2005
Hometown: Wainwright, AB

Eastyn returns to NAX for his second year with the program, and 
first with the U16 Prep team. After recording 15 points in 30 games 
with the U15 Prep team last season, Eastyn was drafted in the fourth 
round, 79th overall by the Brandon Wheat Kings in the 2020 WHL 
Bantam Draft. Eastyn started playing hockey when he was four and 
his favourite hockey memory is winning gold with his spring hockey 
team in the Alberta Challenge Cup. His sister has played Alberta 
Winter Games, made the Alberta Challenge Cup team, and the 
Hockey Alberta Top 60 hockey teams.

8

ZACHARY WILSON   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left  
Height: 5’8
Weight: 165lbs
Birthday: June 26, 2005
Hometown: Wetaskiwin, AB

Zachary joins the U16 team for his second season at NAX after 
spending last year with the U15 Prep team where he recorded 24 
points in 28 games. A fifth-round pick, 90th overall by the Prince 
Albert Raiders, Zachary began playing hockey when he was four 
years old. His favourite hockey memory is winning the league 
championship in his first year Pee Wee as the underdog team. 
Zachary’s dad used to race motocross and was first overall in 
Alberta for the ‘30 and Over Group’. 

9

LAYNE LOOMER 
Position: Forward
Shoots: Right 
Height: 5’10 
Weight:145lbs
Birthday: July 17, 2005
Hometown: Lethbridge, AB

Layne joins NAX for his first season with the U16 Prep team. His 
favorite hockey moments include winning the Western Canadian 
Crown Invitational Tournament in 2019 and participating in the Finland 
Lions Cup at Hyvinkaan Jaahilli, Finland in 2016. His favourite player 
is Kris Versteeg, who he has had the privilege of visiting and getting 
pointers from. Layne also has a memorable photo with Versteeg and 
the Stanley Cup after Versteeg won with the Chicago Blackhawks. 
Layne enjoys to hunt big game animals. 

10



CONNOR KOPONYAS 
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Right  
Height: 5’10   
Weight: 160lbs
Birthday: January 29, 2005
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Connor joins NAX for his first season with the U16 Prep team. Connor 
started playing hockey when he was four and his first hockey memory 
is his first time being a goalie in initiation hockey. His dream job is 
becoming an anesthesiologist and he spends his spare time mountain 
biking, snowboarding, and skate boarding and he plays high level 
lacrosse in the off-season. His favourite NHL team is the Edmonton 
Oilers and his favourite school subjects are math and science. 

11

MORGAN BRADY  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right  
Height: 5’10
Weight: 150lbs
Birthday: April 21, 2005
Hometown: Woking, AB

Morgan joins the U16 Prep team for his second season with 
the Xtreme after recording 6 points in 25 games last season 
for the U15 Prep team. He started playing hockey when he was 
three and his favourite hockey player is Sidney Crosby, however, 
he likes to think that he models his game after Erik Karlsson. 
Morgan, a grain farmer, spends his spare time, dirt biking, 
boating and water sports, and playing basketball. His dad 
played basketball in college and his mom competed at the world 
level in horse showing.

12

RYLEY CALLAN   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’11   
Weight: 160lbs
Birthday: September 12, 2005
Hometown: Beaumont, AB

Ryley joins the U16 Prep team for his first season at NAX. Ryley 
started playing hockey when he was four years old and his favorite 
memory was scoring the winning goal at the Alberta Winter Games. 
Ryley would like to one day become a Sports Psychologist and his 
favourite school subject is science. His dad was a professional bull 
rider and his mom showed horses and won a Canadian National 
Championship. One of his cousins played in the WHL and then for the 
University of Lethbridge Pronghorns.

14
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JACKSON AMENDT
Position: Forward
Shoots: Left
Height: 6’
Weight: 169lbs
Birthday: December 20, 2005
Hometown: Breton, AB

Jackson joins NAX for his first season with the U16 Prep team. 
Jackson started playing hockey when he was five years old and his 
favourite hockey moment was scoring an OT winner in provincials 
for the championship banner. His favourite team is the Chicago 
Blackhawks, and their captain Jonathan Toews, is his favourite player. 
Jackson likes to go elk hunting and his favourite school subject us 
math. His mom is a professional golfer who played on the Canadian 
tour, Asian tour, and many LPGA events.

15

WIL CHRISTIAN   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right               
Height: 5’7  
Weight: 145lbs
Birthday: January 6, 2005
Hometown: Spruce View, AB 

Wil joins NAX for his first season with the U16 Prep team. He 
started playing hockey when he was four and his favourite hockey 
memory was last season when he scored the game winning goal 
in overtime of a playoff series to help his team advance. Wil 
enjoys spike ball, water skiing, fishing, and Warzone, and played 
basketball for his old school.  He would like to one day become a 
dentist and his favourite subject is science. He has three brothers 
and his dad was a Junior B Allstar.

17

JJ BESSETTE   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Left     
Height: 5’11
Weight: 160lbs
Birthday: September 7, 2005
Hometown:  Edmonton, AB

JJ joins the U16 Prep team for his first season at NAX. JJ started 
playing hockey when he was five and his favourite hockey memory 
was scoring his first goal playing high level hockey. His favourite 
player is Nathan MacKinnon and his favourite NHL team is the 
Edmonton Oilers. JJ, who has three sisters, would like to one day 
become a financial advisor, and his favourite school subject is science. 

18



ZACKARY SHANTZ  
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’10   
Weight: 135lbs
Birthday: September 9, 2005
Hometown: High Prairie, AB

Zack joins NAX for his first season with the U16 Prep team. After 
being named his league’s MVP last season, Zack was drafted in the 
third round, 66th overall by the Prince George Cougars in the 2020 
WHL Bantam Draft. Zack started skating when he was two years 
old and his favourite hockey memory is winning provincials with his 
brother. His dad was drafted to the WHL by the Prince Albert Raiders 
and his aunt was on the TV show Canada’s Next Top Model. 

19

ELIAS EISENBARTH  
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’9   
Weight: 145lbs
Birthday: February 13, 2005
Hometown: Medicine Hat, AB

Elias joins NAX for his first season with the U16 Prep team. 
Elias was four when he first started playing hockey and his first 
memories of the sport are playing mini sticks and skating at the 
pond on the farm. His favourite memory is winning Pee Wee AA 
League and Provincial Championships, and he would like to one 
day be a corporate lawyer. In his spare time he enjoys golf and 
basketball. 

21

MATTHEW GILLARD  
Position: Defense   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’10
Weight: 155lbs
Birthday: October 7, 2005
Hometown: Yellowknife, NT

Matthew returns to NAX for his second year after playing with Bantam 
Prep team last season recording 7 goals and 10 assists in 23 games. He 
was drafted in the seventh round, 152nd overall by the Victoria Royals 
in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft. Matthew started playing when he was 
four and would like to become a mechanic. His favourite NHL team is 
the Toronto Maple Leafs, even though his favourite player, Brett Burns 
plays for the San Jose Sharks. In his free time, he likes to hunt, fish, 
snowboard, bike and anything that keeps him active and outdoors.

22

2020 / 2021   57



SCOTT RATZLAFF   
Position: Goalie   
Shoots: Left     
Height: 6’0   
Weight:160lbs
Birthday: March 9, 2005
Hometown: Irma, AB

Scott joins the U16 team for his first season at NAX. Scott was the 
first goalie selected in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft when the Seattle 
Thunderbirds took him in the second round, 43rd overall. While 
Scott started playing hockey when he was four, he didn’t make the 
transition to goalie until he was nine years old. Scott cheers for the 
Vegas Golden Knights and Knights netminder Marc-Andre Fleury is 
his favourite player. His cousin Carson Soucy is a defenseman for the 
Minnesota Wild.

35

58  NORTHERN ALBERTA EXTREME



NORTHERN ALBERTA XTREME

U18 PREP TEAM

2020 / 2021   59



MATTHEW MALIN 
Position: Goalie  
Shoots: Left   
Height: 6’1
Weight: 155lbs
Birthday: May 25, 2003
Hometown: San Francisco, CA

This is Matthew’s first year playing with NAX 18U Prep. The previous 
two seasons, he helped his team win State and Pacific District 
Championships, earning a birth into the USA Hockey National 
Championships. Over the last two seasons, Matthew posted a 1.73 
GAA, .926 SV% and 5 shutouts in 24 games played. After hockey, 
Matthew wants to study product/industrial design. In his spare time, he 
enjoys mountain biking, hiking, camping, and playing folk fiddle around 
the campfire. Matthew was able to make $3,000 one summer playing 
his fiddle on the streets of San Francisco to fund a trip to Europe.

1

CARSYN GOOD  
Position: Defense  
Shoots: Left  
Height: 6’
Weight: 165lbs
Birthday: February 26, 2003
Hometown: Brooks, AB

Carsyn returns to the NAX U18 Prep team for his second season 
after producing 24 points in 35 games last season. Carsyn started 
playing hockey when he was four years old and his favourite 
hockey memory is winning the league championship and moving 
on to provincials in peewee AA. His favourite NHL player is Torey 
Krug and he cheers for the Edmonton Oilers. He enjoys golfing, 
farming, ranching, and working out, and he would like to one day 
become a lawyer.

2

AUSTIN RESCHNY          
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Left  
Height: 5’10
Weight: 162lbs
Birthday: May 25, 2003
Hometown: Macklin, Saskatchewan

Austin joins the U18 Prep team for his first season at NAX, and second 
in the CSSHL. Austin started playing hockey when he was three years 
old and his favourite hockey moment was making it to the final in the 
prestigious Macs Tournament last season. His favourite NHL player is 
Brendan Gallagher, while he cheers for the Edmonton Oilers. His brother 
Cole plays on the U15 Prep team and their uncle was the captain of 
North Eastern Huskies and played four years of NCAA hockey there.

4



ALEXEY TRISCHUK 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left   
Height: 6’1   
Weight:195lbs
Birthday: January, 2004
Hometown: Calgary, AB

Alexey joins NAX for his first season with the U18 Prep team. Alexey 
started playing hockey at a young age and his favourite hockey 
moment was winning the Alberta Cup tournament in 2019. His 
favourite school subject is physics and he would like to one day be an 
accountant or a tax lawyer. He spends his limited free playing Xbox 
with his friends, golfing, swimming, diving, and skiing. His mom was 
born in Ukraine and met his Dad when he was working there.  

7

LEVI FESYK  
Position: Forward  
Shoots: Left  
Height: 5’10
Weight: 165lbs
Birthday: July 29, 2004
Hometown: St Albert, AB

Levi joins the U18 Prep team for his second season at NAX after 
recording 36 points in 34 games last year with the U16 Prep team. 
Levi wanted to follow in his brothers’ footsteps and started playing 
hockey when he was four years old. His first memory of the sport was 
playing at Rexall Place in initiation. A Team Brick Alberta alumnus, 
Levi has won provincials twice. The Toronto Maple Leafs fan enjoys 
working out, water sports, and golf and one day would like to be an 
investment banker. Having been in French immersion school since 
kindergarten, Levi is fluent in French and his favourite subject is math. 

8

SKYLER BRUCE   
Position: Forward  
Shoots: Right  
Height: 5’10
Weight: 162lbs
Birthday: January 23, 2003
Hometown: Winnipeg, MB 

Skyler returns to the U18 Prep team for his second season at NAX. 
A second-round pick by the Kootenay (Winnipeg) Ice in the 2018 
WHL Bantam Draft, Skyler led the CSSHL Elite 15s division in assists 
(37) and points (64) in 2018/19. Skyler started playing hockey when 
he was five years old and his favourite hockey memory was getting 
drafted in the Western Hockey League. He spends his spare time 
playing baseball and golf and used to play football as a quarterback. 
Skyler’s dad played four years of college baseball at Mayville State 
University and three years of professional baseball.  
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NICHOLAS WOLFENBERG 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right  
Height: 6’1
Weight: 200lbs
Birthday: June 11, 2004
Hometown: Calgary, Alberta

Nicholas returns to the Xtreme for his third season at NAX after 
recording 19 points in 28 games last season with the U16 Prep 
team. An eighth-round pick, 173 overall by the Saskatoon Blades in 
the 2019 WHL Bantam Draft, Nicholas was part of Team Red that 
won the 2019 Alberta Cup. The oldest of four kids, Nicholas plays 
soccer in his spare time. A fan of the Vancouver Canucks and the 
Los Angeles Kings Drew Doughty, Nicholas started playing hockey 
when he was five years old. 
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TYLER MILLER  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left  
Height: 5’9
Weight: 150lbs
Birthday: September 16, 2004
Hometown: Medicine Hat, AB

Tyler returns to NAX for his second season with the Devon-based 
hockey academy after recording 22 points in 36 games with the 
Elite 15s last season. Originally from Medicine Hat, Tyler started 
playing hockey when he was four years old. Some of his best and 
first hockey memories come from Pee Wee AA when his team won 
their league and he was able to score a hattrick in a single shift 
one game. Tyler is a fan of Torey Krug and the Boston Bruins and 
one day would like to be a chiropractor. 
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AIDEN FINK  
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Right  
Height: 5’9
Weight: 150lbs
Birthday: November 24, 2004
Hometown: Calgary, AB

Aiden joins the U18 Prep team for his second season at NAX after 
recording 44 points in 27 games last year with the U16 Prep team. His 
first and favourite hockey memory is in Timbits when he played at the 
Scotiabank Saddledome and scored eight goals in his teams 30-1 win. 
The Calgary Flames fan enjoys playing Madden and hanging out with 
his friends in his free time. Aiden’s favourite player and role model is 
Toronto Maple Leafs star forward Mitch Marner. His favourite school 
subject is math and he would like to become a high school gym teacher. 
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DAWSON SEITZ   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 6’2   
Weight: 170lbs
Birthday: March 1, 2005
Hometown: Medicine Hat, AB

Dawson joins NAX for his first season with the U18 Prep team after 
being selected in the first round, 20th overall by the Edmonton Oil 
Kings in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft. Dawson started playing hockey 
when he was four and his favourite memory is winning a gold medal at 
the Alberta Winter Games. In his spare time, he enjoys playing biking, 
baseball, and golf and he would like to one day become a teacher or a 
coach. When his dad was little he moved to Dubai for a few years and 
learned to play hockey there. 
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MASON HARTLEY  
Position: Forward  
Shoots: Left   
Height: 6’
Weight: 150lbs
Birthday: May 23, 2004 
Hometown: Fort Saskatchewan, AB 

Mason joins the U18 Prep team for his second season at NAX after 
recording 20 points in 32 games last year with the Elite 15s. Mason 
started playing hockey when he was four years old and his first 
memory of the game is Sidney Crosby’s ‘Golden Goal’ in the 2010 
Winter Olympics. A fan of the Edmonton Oilers and Sidney Crosby, 
Mason would like to one day become a sports psychologist. In his 
spare time, he enjoys biking, hanging out with friends and playing 
video games.
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NOLAN KAZEIL 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right  
Height: 5’9   
Weight: 140lbs
Birthday: June 17, 2004
Hometown: Edmonton AB

Nolan returns to NAX for his fourth season, and first with the U18 
Prep team after recording 10 points in 34 games with the U16 Prep 
team last season. With 93 games played in an NAX uniform, Nolan 
is nine games away from becoming the program leader in that 
category. Nolan started playing hockey when he was four and his 
favourite NHL player is Jared Spurgeon. His favourite school subject 
is chemistry and he would like to one day become an engineer. 
Nolan’s sister, Sara, plays for the NAX U18 Female Prep team. 
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BRANDAN TRONCHIN 
Position: Forward  
Shoots: Rights   
Height: 5’10  
Weight: 145lbs
Birthday: February 20, 2004
Hometown: Leduc, AB 

Brandan joins NAX for his first season with the U18 Prep team. 
Brandan started playing hockey when he was five years old and his 
favourite hockey memory is winning provincials. His favourite team is 
the Tampa Bay Lightning with their captain Steven Stamkos being his 
favourite player. Brandan spends his spare time playing basketball, 
badminton and track and would like to one day become a pilot.
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TEYDON TREMBECKY  
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Left   
Height: 5’10
Weight: 155lbs
Birthday: April 28, 2005
Hometown: Strathcona County, AB

Teydon returns to NAX for his second season, and first with the U18 
Prep team. Teydon recorded 44 points in 30 games last season and was 
selected in the third round, 57th overall by the Brandon Wheat Kings 
in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft. Teydon spent the first year of his life 
in Tilburg, Netherlands as his father Jeff played professional hockey 
for eight seasons, including three in the Netherlands, where he won a 
Dutch Beker Cup Champion. In his spare time, he enjoys golfing, playing 
basketball and baseball, wake surfing and hanging out with friends. 
Teydon’s grandfather was drafted to the Minnesota North Stars.
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LUCAS SCHUETT  
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Left   
Height: 5’ 10
Weight: 175lbs
Birthday: August 18, 2004
Hometown: Grande Prairie, AB

Lucas joins the U18 Prep team for his second season at NAX after 
recording 18 points in 35 games for the U16 Prep team last season. 
Lucas started playing hockey his second year of novice, and his first 
hockey memory is sitting on the couch watching the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs when he was five. He spends his spare time fishing and 
playing volleyball while his favourite school subject is science. A fan 
of Leon Draisaitl and the Edmonton Oilers, Lucas would like to one 
day be a marine biologist. 
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SHEA VAN OLM  
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Left  
Height: 6’1  
Weight: 195lbs
Birthday: March 5, 2004
Hometown: Calgary, AB

Shea joins the U18 Prep team for his first year in the NAX program. 
Shea was a sixth-round pick, 128th overall by the Edmonton Oil 
Kings in the 2019 WHL Bantam Draft, and signed a Standard Player 
Agreement with the team in April 2020. Shea started playing hockey 
when he was three and his first memories were playing mini sticks 
and skating on his backyard rink. Shea would like to become an NHL 
general manager and he spends his free time playing basketball, 
tennis, spike ball and being with his friends and family.
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ROSS STANLEY   
Position: Defense  
Shoots: Left               
Height: 6’  
Weight: 175lbs
Birthday: January 6, 2004
Hometown: Edson, AB

This will be Ross’s first season at NAX but second at the U18 Prep 
level and third in the CSSHL. A second-round pick, 40th overall 
by the Edmonton Oil Kings in the 2019 WHL Bantam Draft, Ross 
started playing hockey when he was five years old. Ross models his 
game after Columbus Blue Jackets star Seth Jones, and he cheers 
for his hometown Edmonton Oilers. He enjoys social studies and 
lived in Ontario for a year. Lately, he has been trying to rebuild 
small projects like quads and chainsaws as a hobby. 
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KAI MATTHEW  
Position: Forward 
Shoots: Right  
Height: 5’11
Weight: 175lbs
Birthday: June 10, 2005
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Kai joins the U18 Prep team for his second season at NAX. After 
recording 38 points in 25 games last season, Kai was selected in 
the fifth round, 107th overall in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft by the 
Kamloops Blazers. Kai enjoys mountain biking, basketball, and Track 
& Field, and his favourite school subject is Language Arts. A self-
proclaimed talented singer, Kai is a fan of the Edmonton Oilers and his 
favourite player is New York Islanders star forward Mathew Barzal. His 
brother Elijah played Midget AAA last season while his sister Layla is 
currently a star basketball player.
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BILLAL NOORI   
Position: Forward   
Shoots: Right    
Height: 5’11
Weight: 170lbs
Birthday: April 27, 2004
Hometown: Edmonton, AB

Billal joins the U18 Prep team for his third season at NAX. A fourth-
round pick by the Calgary Hitmen in the 2019 WHL Bantam Draft, 
Billal recorded 59 points in 33 games last season with the U16 Prep 
team and was selected to represent Team Alberta U16 at the 2019 
WHL Cup. Billal started playing hockey when he was four years 
old and fell in love with what he calls the best sport in the world. 
An Edmonton Oilers fan, Billal likes Sidney Crosby because of his 
skating, skill, hockey IQ and leadership. His favourite hockey moment 
is winning Minor Hockey Week two years in a row and his favourite 
school subject is math.
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KOLBY HAY   
Position: Goalie  
Shoots: Left  
Height: 6’3
Weight: 185lbs
Birthday: May 14, 2004
Hometown: Monte Creek, B.C.

Kolby’s joins NAX for his first year in the program, but third year 
in CSSHL, after winning a CSSHL title his first year in the school-
based league. He appreciates being part of a positive team culture 
and working together to achieve common goals. Kolby enjoys 
playing golf, quadding, and cooking on the grill. His favorite NHL 
teams are the Philadelphia Flyers and the Nashville Predators. His 
future interests include sports medicine, business and law. 
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KAIDEN WEDDERBURN  
Position: Forward  
Shoots: Right   
Height: 5’10
Weight: 180lbs
Birthday: May 10, 2003
Hometown: Red Deer, AB

Kaiden returns to NAX for his third season after winning a CSSHL 
Championship in 2018/19 with the U16 Prep team. In 36 games last 
season with the U18 Prep team, Kaiden had 15 goals and 25 assists. 
His grandfather played for the Red Deer Rustlers at age 15 while his 
uncle Shaun played for the South Surrey Eagles. They are the only 
father-son duo that has won the Royal Bank Cup. His uncle and cousin 
both played in the WHL, for the Victoria Cougars and Prince George 
Cougars, respectfully. Kaiden enjoys boating, biking, playing baseball, 
and swimming. A fan of Matthew Tkachuk and the Calgary Flames, 
Kaiden would like to one day own a construction company. 
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